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U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Room 1301, Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
SUBCOMMI'ITEES SCHEDULE JOINT HEARING
ON USDA MEAT INSPECTION PROGRAM
For immediate release, Friday, March 5, 1993
(NR93-015)
For further information:
Jim Davis. Press Secretary
(202) 22~2171
FAX (202) 22~3' 58
WASHINGTON -- The key House subcommittees with jurisdiction over Federal
meat and poultry inspection activities have scheduled a joint hearing for March 16
to launch a review of the current program's weaknesses and explore options to
improve food safety efforts.
The March 16 hearing will begin at 10:00 a.m. in room 1302 of the Longworth
House Office Building in Washington, DC. It will be held jointly by the House
Agriculture Subcommittee on Department Operations and Nutrition, chaired by Rep.
Charles Stenholm, D-Texas, and the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Livestock,
chaired by Rep. Harold Volkmer, D-Mo.
Officials from the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food Safety and Inspection
Service (FSIS), the General Accounting Office (GAO) and the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) are being asked to testify, as are various food safety scientists.
"Overall, we have a very safe food supply, and many of us take that for
grallted. I [!ITaly believe, however, that OlOT meat inspection S"'Jstem cen and should
be improved - brought into the 1990's based on our best science and technology,"
Rep. Stenholm said.
Rep. Volkmer said, 'We plan to conduct a series of hearings on the meat
inspection system to assure that any proposed changes are thoroughly reviewed and
carefully considered. This fIrst hearing will focus on the scientifIc aspects of meat
inspection, which is the foundation of an effective safety inspection system."
Questions concerning the hearing should be directed to Rob Wight of the
Department Operations and Nutrition Subcommittee or Tim DeCoster of the
Livestock Subcommittee at 202·225-2171.
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